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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in responds to applicant's amendment filed 1 1/20/06. 

2. Claims 23-33, and 35-36, were amended. Claims 1-22, 34, and 37-47 are canceled. 
Claims 48-55 were added. 

3. Claims 23-33, 35-36, and 48-55 are pending. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 23-28 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 29, 55, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. The format criteria, as claimed is not supported in the specification of the instant 
application. Applicant is required to provide proper support to the newly amended limitation in 
all pending claims. 
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Claims 49-54, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
The "improper format" and "proper format", as claimed is not supported in the specification of 
the instant application 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Regarding claims 29, 36, 48, 49, 50, 51, 54, 55, the phrase "if 1 renders the claim 
indefinite because it's a conditional language which means if the formatting characteristic of the 
data received satisfies the format, what would happen if it does not satisfies the format criteria. 
The other problem if the received data does not satisfies the format criteria would raise a 1 01 
rejection since there will be no tangible, concrete and useful result. Correction is required. 

Regarding claims 49, 50, 51, the phrase "proper 1 ' and "improper" renders the claim(s) 
indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed . 

Regarding claim49, the phrase "can be" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 21 73.05(d).and since the "can be" does not call for the step to be performed but it shows that 
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the limitation is capable of performing the step. What would be consider a proper format and 
what is the improper format applicant is required to clarify the stated above phrases in all 
pending claims. 

Art will not be applied to these limitation is this office action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 23-28, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Truitt et al. (Truitt hereinafter) (US Patent No. 7,080,049 filed September 21, 2001) in view of 
Anderl et al. (Anderl hereinafter) (US Patent No. 4,816,654 issued March 28,1989). 

Regarding Claims 23, and 35, Truitt in view of Partovi discloses a method for enabling 
billing configuration, the method comprising: 

receiving first data regarding a communications characteristic (Fig. 8, Truitt, wherein the 
name and address corresponds to the communication characteristic); 

retrieving second data indicative a number of accounts associated with the 
communications characteristic (Fig. 16, Truitt) 
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Truitt discloses all the limitation as stated above. However, Truitt is silent with respect to 
the retrieving third data indicative of a frequency of usage threshold. The other hand Anderl at 
Col. 8, lines 34-44, and lines 53-65 discloses the data indicative of a frequency threshold as 
claimed. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to restrict the number of trails to access the system for a certain number of time. 
Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do so in order to reduce the possibility of fraud 
since the is a well known security feature to reduce the number of login attempts as suggested by 
Anderl at Col. 8, lines 26-33. And comparing the second data to and the third data (Fig. 16, 
Truitt); based on results of the comparison between the second data and the third data, enabling a 
billing configuration (Col .41, lines 24-27, Truitt). 

Claims 24-28, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Truitt et al. (Truitt hereinafter) (US Patent No. 7,080,049 filed August 7, 2001) in view of Anderl 
et al. (Anderl hereinafter) (US Patent No. 4,816,654 issued March 28,1989) and further in view 
of Partovi et al (Partovi hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,807,574 filed October 22, 1999). 

Regarding Claim 24, Truitt in view of Anderl discloses all the limitations subject matter. 
However, the combination of Truitt in view of Anderl is silent with respect to the first data 
includes data relating to a telephone number. On the other hand Partovi discloses the first data 
includes data relating to a telephone number (Col. 9, lines 22-28, Partovi). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to include the 
telephone number related to the first data received from users, skilled artisan would have been 
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motivated to do so in order to clarify each user since not more than one entity can have the same 
telephone number, which eliminates or reduce the fraud on users accounts, transactions and other 
billing activities, and by providing such secured environment to the end users the number of 
users will be increased. 

Regarding Claim 25, Biggar in view of Anderl and further in view of Partovi discloses a 
method wherein the first data includes data indicative of a user name (Fig.5, Truitt). 

Regarding Claim26, Truitt in view of Anderl and further in view of Partovi discloses a 
method wherein the second data indicates historical information regarding past attempts to 
enable the user configuration based on the first data (Col. 54, lines 35-39, Truitt). 

Regarding Claim 27, Truitt in view of Anderl and further in view of Partovi discloses a 
method wherein the historical information is defined over a specified period of time (Fig. 16, 
step 34, Truitt). 

Regarding Claim 28, Truitt in view of Partovi discloses a method to the first data includes 
Automatic Number Identification (ANI) (Col. 6, lines 35-40, Partovi) and (Col. 5, lines 23-26 
Truitt). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another tiled 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another tiled in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application tiled in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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Claims 29-33, 36, and 55, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Durinovic-Johri et al. (US Patent No. 5,699,5 1 4). 

Regarding Claims 29, and 36, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method for enabling a user 
configuration, the method comprising: 

receiving data regarding a communication characteristic (Col. 3, lines 64-67, Durinovic- 
Johri). 

identifying a formatting characteristic of the data received (Col. 4, 20-25, Durinovic- 
Johri). 

comparing the formatting characteristic against a format criteria (Col. 4, and 5, lines 64- 
67, and 1-5 respectively, Durinovic-Johri) and 

Determining whether the formatting characteristic of the data received satisfies the 
format criteria; and 

enabling a user configuration if the formatting characteristic of the data received satisfies 
the format criteria. 

Regarding Claim 30, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method wherein the communications 
characteristic includes a telephone number (Col. 4, lines 17-19, Durinovic-Johri). 

Regarding Claim 31, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method wherein the formatting 
characteristic and the format criteria each include length (Col. 8, liens 37-40, Durinovic-Johri). 

Regarding Claim 32, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method wherein the length includes a 
number of characters (Col. 7, lines 26-31, Durinovic-Johri). 
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Regarding Claim 33, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method wherein format criteria require 
only numeric data in the data (Col. 7, lines 51-57, Durinovic-Johri). 
34. A system for establishing a user configuration comprising: 

means for receiving first data indicative of information regarding a user characteristic 
(Fig. 2, 201, Durinovic-Johri); 

means for detecting second data indicative of a communications characteristic for the 
user (Fig. 2, 203, Durinovic-Johri); 

means for determining whether the first data and second data are related (Fig. 2, 208, and 
209, Durinovic-Johri); and 

means for establishing a user configuration based upon results of the determination of 
whether the first data and the second data are related (Fig. 2, 221, Col. 5, lines 1-6, Durinovic- 
Johri). 

Regarding Claim 49, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method further comprising: 
Identifying the formatting characteristic of the data received includes an improper format; 

Determining whether the data received can be reformatted to include a proper formatting 

characteristic; and 

Reformatting the data received to include a proper formatting characteristic if the data 
received can be reformatted to include the proper formatting characteristic. 

Regarding claim 50 Durinovic-Johri discloses a method further comprising: 
determining whether the reformatted data received is appropriate for a billing 
configuration; 
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determining whether a number of accounts associated with the reformatted data received 
is less than a threshold amount; and 

enabling the user configuration if the reformatted data received is appropriate for the 
billing configuration and if the number of accounts associated with the reformatted data received 
is less than the threshold amount. 

Regarding Claims 51 , Durinovic-Johri discloses a method discloses a method further 
comprising: 

determining whether the date received is appropriate for a billing configuration; 

determining whether a number of accounts associated with the data received is less than 
a threshold amount; and 

enabling the user configuration if the data received is appropriate for the billing 
configuration and if the number of accounts associated with the data received is less than the 
threshold 

Regarding Claim 52, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method further comprising denying the 
user configuration if the data received is not proper for enabling the billing configuration. 

Regarding claim 53, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method wherein denying the user 
configuration includes denying the user configuration if the data received is associated with a 
prison. 

Regarding Claim 54, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method wherein denying the user 
configuration includes denying the user configuration if the data received is associated with a toll 
free number. 



Application/Control Number: 10/032,006 
Art Unit: 2164 



Page 10 



Regarding Claim 55, Durinovic-Johri discloses a method comprising 

receiving data regarding a communication characteristic; 

Identifying a formatting characteristic of the data received; 

comparing the formatting characteristic against format criteria; 

using a comparison of format between the formatting characteristic and the format 
criteria as a condition precedent to allowing a user configuration to be enabled; and 

allowing the user configuration to be enabled if the formatting characteristic satisfies the 
format criteria. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/032,006 



Art Unit: 2164 



Page 1 1 



Other Prior Art Made of Record 

1- Durinovic-Johri et al. (US Patent No.5.699.514) disclose access control system with lockout. 

2- Buros et al. (US Patent No.6.775.782) discloses a method and system for suspending and 
resuming digital certificates in a certificate-based user authentication application system. 

3- Rosenberg et al. (US Patent No. 6,363,357) discloses method and apparatus for providing 
authorization to make multiple copies of copyright protected products purchased in an online 
commercial transaction. 

4- Wu (US Patent No. 6,539,479) discloses a system and method for security logging onto a 
remotely located computer. 

5. Biggar et al (US Patent No. 6,820,802) discloses an online card activation system and method. 

6. Partovi et al. (US Patent No. 6,807,574) discloses a method and apparatus for content 
personalization over telephone interface. 

7. Partovi et al. (US Patent No. 6,842,767) discloses a method and apparatus for content 
personalization over a telephone interface with adaptive personalization. 

8. Agraharam et al. (US Patent No. 5,987,508) disclose a method of providing seamless cross- 
service connectivity in telecommunication network. 

9. Anderl et al. (US Patent 4,816,654) discloses an improved security system for a portable data 
carrier. 

10. Truitt et al (US Patent No. 7.080.049) discloses a method and system for processing a 
transaction. 
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Points of Contact 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Sana Al-Hashemi whose telephone number is 571-272-4013. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8Am-4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones, can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Sana Alyfiashemi 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2100 
January 22, 2007 




